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The View on Life and Death in Chuang-tzu

KOSAKA Kunitsugu
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

It may be Chuang-tzu who gave the most profound contemplation on death among the Chinese
thinkers in the old times. He doesn’t consider death as something to be denied. Neither does he regard it
as the concept against life. In his thinking life and death are not separated each other but related to each
other. They are parts of nature’s circle; each of them is a moment of ever changing nature. Therefore,
death should not be considered something particularly solemn, nor something particularly cursed. It
should be taken as a part of an endless circle of nature, and accepted as it is. For Chuang-tzu, the death of

aperson is not an occurrence to only himself but only a part of circle of ever changing nature itself.
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