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Conceptual Understanding (“Begreifen”) and Reflective Thinking
(“Nachdenken”) in the Philosophy of Hegel

KAWATA Hiroshi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this paper

an attempt is made to analyze the notion of the Conceptual Understanding

(Begreifen) and Reflective Thinking (Nachdenken) and their essential differences in the Science of
Logic (Wissenschaft der Logik) of Hegel (1770-1831). The important thing to note about the nature of
the “science of logic” is that logic does not mean a form of subjective thinking alone, but that it
represents the objective structure and movement of reality itself. The objective world comes first and
then later conceptual understanding and reflective thinking come in accordance with the development

of the world.
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